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SUB J : DEATH OF DANISH COMMUNIST PARTY CHAIRMAN 

1 . THE DANISH RADIO REPORTED THIS MORNING THAT KNUD JESPERSEN, 
PARLIAMENTARY FLOORLEADER AND NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE DANISH 
COMMUNIST PARTY, DIED LAST NIGHT AT AGE 51 FOLLOWING SEVERAL 
MONTHS OF SERIOUS ILLNESS. 

2. IT HAS BEEN KNOWN TO THE PARTY FOR SOME TIME, THE REPORT 
ADDED, THAT JESPERSEN'S ILLNESS WAS TERMINAL, AND THIS WAS 
THE REASON FOR LAST WEEK'S PARTY DECISION TO CONSTITUTE EX- 
ECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER AND PARTY SECREAARY IB N0RLUND AS 
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBER J0RGEN 
JENSEN AS FLOORLEADER. 

3. WHILE SERIOUS SPECULATION ON A POSSIBLE SUCCESSOR TO 
JESPERSEN WILL NOT APPEAR IN THE PRESS UNTIL TOMORROW, THERE 
WERE ALREADY PREDICTIONS LAST WEEK THAT JENSEN WOULD BE 
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ELECTED THE NEW PARTY CHAIRMAN IN CASE JESPERSEN SHOULD HAVE 
TO BE REPLACED. AT THE SAME TIME, N0RLUND WAS CITED AS 
HAVING SAID HE DID NOT WANT THE JOB. 

4. JORGEN JENSEN, 57, HAS BEEN NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE 
DANISH AUTOMOBILE MECHANICS' ASSOCIATION AND IS A MEMBER OF 
THE MAIN BOARD OF THE DANISH METALWORKERS' UNION. HE WAS 
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ELECTED TO THE FOLKETING IN 1975. JENSEN HAS BEEN KNOWN 
PRIMARILY FOR HIS ROLE IN THE SO-CALLED CHAIRMEN'S INITIATIVE, 

AN OFF-AND-ON ACTIVE GROUP OF COMMUNIST-LED UNION SHOP 
STEWARDS OPPOSED TO THE POLICIES OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC- 
OPERATED DANISH TRADE UNION FEDERATION (LO). 

5. JESPERSEN'S DEMISE UNDOUBTEDLY WILL HURT THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY AT THE POLLS. BOTH A COLORFUL AND A HANDSOME POLITICIAN, 
HE APPEALED TO PARTS OF THE DANISH ELECTORATE ON HIS IMAGE 
ALONE. THE RELATIVELY UNKNOWN JENSEN MAY FIND IT AS DIFFICULT 
TO SUCCEED JESPERSEN AS JESPERSEN DID TO SUCCEED FORMER LEADER 
AKSEL LARSEN FOLLOWING HIS OUSTER IN 1958. THAT SUCCESSION 
WAS ONE OF THE FACTORS THAT COST THE PARTY 13 YEARS WITHOUT 
REPRESENTATION IN THE FOLKETING. 

DEAN 
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